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As you investigated your instructional materials, you classified the tasks and problems as low, moderate, and high cognitive demand for the given grade. Working in pairs do part A or B from below.

A.
Select two or three tasks/problems from your instructional materials that you have classified as requiring low cognitive demand from students. Use those tasks/problems and address the following:

1. Identify the mathematics in the task/problem. How does it relate to the mathematical goals of the lesson/unit?

2. Modify the problem so that it has a moderate or high cognitive demand. Record your new task/problem on chart paper and be prepared to discuss the following: 

· How would your modified problem fit into the lesson?  

· How would it push students’ understanding of the mathematics further?

B
If the most of the tasks/problems in your instructional materials require moderate or high cognitive demand, dig deeper into the materials and review homework or assessment tasks/problems, reviewing their cognitive demand as well as their alignment with the content and language of the state Indicators. 

1. Select two or three tasks/problems that you think could be improved upon so that they have higher cognitive demand or better alignment.  

3. Modify the problem so that it has a moderate or high cognitive demand or is better aligned with language and content of the state Indicators. Record your new task/problem on chart paper and be prepared to discuss the following: 

· How would your modified problem fit into the lesson?  

· How would it push students’ understanding of the mathematics further?

 Building New Tasks From Old: 


Fractions: Concepts, Comparing, Ordering, and Equivalence
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