Worksheet 2a
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The cognitive demand of tasks is the amount of mathematical thinking and reasoning a student has to do in order to find a solution. This clearly varies and depends upon factors such as grade level/course, prior knowledge, and the nature of the task itself. In this activity, you will consider tasks for your grade band, classify them in terms of levels of cognitive demand, and discuss your choices with your team.

1. Using Handout 2 as a guide, sort the set of tasks into groups based on the cognitive demand you think each task requires of students for a given grade/course. Record the task number and indicate the level (low, moderate, high). Be prepared to justify your choices. 
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2. Share your classification with your team members.  Did you agree or disagree on the classification?  Discuss any differences and why they may have occurred (e.g., grade level considerations, nature of the task). Try to resolve any disagreements about the levels of cognitive demand. 

Mathematical Difficulty of Tasks:


Classification by Cognitive Demand
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