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Data Session

Analyzing Data and Moving Forward

Data Mining: The Story in the Data

Looking at a set of data often raises many questions:  how were they collected, exactly what they measure or what was asked, who or what was measured or asked and what were their characteristics.  Some of the questions can be answered by searching out the source.  But sometimes you can explore the data themselves to see if they tell any story. One method used by some statisticians is to examine a set of data, make conjectures, then test these conjectures by examining other relevant data.  Suppose right before school begins, you are given a set of scores from a mathematics test for a class of students you are going to have this year. The questions below ask you to consider what you can learn from this set of data before you look for other relevant data to get a fuller understanding of your prospective students.

Student Scores:  Percent Correct on the final examination last year

	68
	73

	63
	83

	79
	95

	76
	77

	79
	66

	83
	87

	94
	68

	86
	87

	74
	77

	92
	80

	90
	79

	95
	98

	50
	


1. a)  What are some questions you as the future teacher of these students might 

be interested in and could answer from the data. 

b) What graph would help answer your question(s)? Sketch the graph.
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